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CALENDAR
EVENTS
MAY 1
7-8 HONORS NIGHT
5:00PM
9-12 HONORS NIGHT 7:00
PM
MAY 2
KIWANIS TRACK MEET
GRADE 5-6 8:30 AM
GRADE 3-4 12:00 PM
MAY 3
ELEMENTARY FAMILY
NIGHT
MAY 8
7-12 SPRING CONCERT
6:30 PM
MAY 9
SENIORS LAST DAY
GRADUATION PRACTICE 1:15
BACCALAUREATE 7:00
PM
MAY 13
GRADUATION 2:00 PM
MAY 18
LAST DAY 12:00 PM DISMISSAL

JUNE 4
SUMMER FOOD PROGRAM LUNCH STARTS
11:30-12:30

ASSIST. PRINCIPAL/ACTIVITIES DIR
DEREK ANDERSON
CENTRAL ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
PATTY SMITH

FROM THE DESK OF
STEPHEN GRIZZLE

Farm 2 School Update
We are closing out the year with four more menus with Fairbury-raised Beef & Pork!! Fairbury
Public Schools was blessed to receive several
gifts before the end of the school year! These
gifts have allowed us to serve Fairbury Hamburgers one more time and also shredded beef
sandwiches! In addition to the beef, we also
were given hogs! These will be served as BBQ
Pulled Pork Sandwiches and Pork Tetrazzini!
To recap the generosity of our community
this year to kick-off our Farm 2 School program:
Beef Donation - Mark & Lori DeBoer
Beef Donation - Rich & Kitty DeBoer
Beef Donation - Tom & Twila L’Ecuyer
Hog Donation - Stephen & Karen Dux
Hog Donation - Thomas & Kristina Dux
$500.00 Donation - Jerry & Sharon Ebke
$500.00 Donation - Fairbury Chamber of
Commerce
$250.00 Donation - Union Bank & Trust
$100.00 Donation - FFA Alumni
$50.00 Donation - Countryside Vet Clinic
$415.00 Raised via the auction of Prime
Cuts
These gifts have allowed us to serve to all students in Fairbury Public Schools, eight menus of
100% Fairbury-raised beef and pork! These
menus were: Hamburgers (2x’s), Tacos, Beef &
Noodles, Roast, Shredded Beef Sandwiches,
BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwiches and Pork Tetrazzini. How great is that?!
Continued on page 2

As we looked to the future, our goal for next year would to be able to serve Fairburyraised beef and pork twice each week. In order for us to reach our goal, it would require an average of four beef per month to be donated. Next fall, we plan to have a
“Cook-out” to celebrate our program and our donors and to kick-off the next year’s
program! Be looking for details!

CONSTRUCTION OF PHASE IA - HIGH SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS ARE
COMPLETE; CENTRAL PROJECT IS UNDERWAY


The remodel and updates to portions of the High School was completed earlier
this year. This portion of the project was focused on:
 Remodel and addition of the Administrative Offices and Secured Entrance.
 Remodel and updating of the main restrooms.
 Remodel and updating of the Boys and Girls Locker Room Showers.
As this school year winds down, the construction and activity ramps up at Central
Elementary. The Central improvements, Phase 1B, include:





Administrative Office Expansion and Secured Entrance. Finally, the school
nurse, guidance counselor, principal and teacher work areas can be in the same
space. This new space is also with a new, secured entrance to the school.
Addition of an ADA Elevator
Remodeled old office area into more SPED Instructional Spaces

During the retreat, the board discussed the importance of identifying the projects
that will have the most impact on student learning. The following is a list of projects
discussed:










Original, 6,000 SF, no frills Wrestling/Fitness Addition
High School Fitness Room remodel into 2 classrooms
High School Gym Mezzanine Updates
Central Lunchroom & Classroom addition
High School Shop/CTE Expansion & Remodel
High School Science/SPED Remodel
Remodel the ’47 Building into a Special Services Building (Life, Chance & ASI
Programs)
Armory Building remodeled into the District Office
Consider a separate, 10,800 SF Metal Building to house a Wrestling Room, Fitness Room, locker room and restrooms

The discussion focused a great deal on the need for updating and expanding HS Science and SPED areas. The high school special education programs have been operating out of extremely cramped spaces and the science rooms are in very serious
need up updating and growth. They do not have adequate space for laboratories and
other cooperative learning activities. The Science addition and SPED remodel project would add three new science classrooms to the south of the current classrooms
of Stone, Fisher, Lenhart and Simpson. This would allow for the updating and remodel of the old science rooms into three adequately sized SPED classrooms.

Also discussed, at length, is the expansion of the Wood Shop, Ag Shop and Auto
Shop spaces to the north of the existing shop areas. This is an area of focus for the
board as well. Currently, our programs of Business, Family Consumer Science, Agriculture and Woods/Auto are undergoing the ReVision process. A process that is
focused on updating the curriculum and activities to match modern era needs of our
state and local areas. As we work to modernize our shop areas, the BOE believes
this expansion project would benefit our CTE programs tremendously.

DARE Graduation
Jefferson Intermediate 6th grade students received their D.A.R.E. (Drug and Alcohol Resistance
Education) certificates at a graduation ceremony
held Wednesday, April 18th at Fairbury High
School’s Burkley Fine Arts Center. Longtime
D.A.R.E. instructor and retired Nebraska State
Trooper, Wayne Trantham, congratulated Fairbury
students who successfully completed the D.A.R.E.
program this year. He noted that during the 2018
D.A.R.E. classes, he and the students discussed
what responsibility is, what consequences are for
risks taken, how to identify and handle stress, how to communicate confidently, and finally, how to help recognize and stop
bullying behaviors if they witness it.
Each year, students write essays as part of the completion requirements of the D.A.R.E. program and
“Trooper Trantham” reads each and every one. The
essays provide a reflection for both instructor and
students on all that was presented, discussed and
learned during weekly classes since January. Several
students’ essays were selected to be read aloud as
part of the D.A.R.E. graduation ceremony.
Many parents and community patrons also attended
the D.A.R.E. graduation ceremony, followed by a cookie and punch reception sponsored by the Fairbury PTA.

Jefferson Intermediate/Fairbury Kiwanis Track Meet
Wednesday, May 2nd
5th/6th Grades @ 8:30am
3rd/4th Grades @ 12:00pm

Parents and grandparents are encouraged to attend and cheer on our students at this annual event sponsored by the Fairbury Kiwanis Club! Parking
will be available on the blacktop and streets surrounding the school.

Congratulations to Derek Anderson on being selected the
2017-2018 NSASSP Region I Assistant Principal of the year!
(Pictured with Fairbury Jr/Sr High principal Nick Kroon)
Derek Anderson
Jr/Sr Assistant Principal/Activities Director
This year has flown by and I cannot believe that summer is approaching. I want to
personally thank all of you who work our events, coach, parent, and attend events.
You have made two years of working here worthwhile! I want to also thank Jeremy
Christiansen for all his support the last two years. My family and I will miss him
dearly as will the community. He did a lot of great things for students, many of which
will have a lasting impression upon both Jefferson and the town of Fairbury.
Also thank you to Beth, Danessa, Jill, Donna, and especially Heidi and Sandy!
These ladies are all great and do a ton of wonderful work for our district. Anybody
who knows anything, knows that holding together a school district is impossible without their support and help! Thanks ladies!
As we move toward summer, it is time to start thinking about camps and clinics. If
you and your child are thinking about getting involved in a Junior High or High
School sport, please feel free to reach out to one of the coaches listed below next to
the sport they coach.
SB: tbiehl@fairburyjeffs.org

CC: kpeterson@fairburyjeffs.org

GGO: jmartin@fairburyjeffs.org

FB: klenhart@fairburyjeffs.org

VB: hrundle@fairburyjeffs.org

GBB: lthompson@fairburyjeffs.org

WR: dgarfield@fairburyjeffs.org

BBB: tsteinhoff@fairburyjeffs.org

GTF: medson@fairburyjeffs.org

BTF: dgarfield@fairburyjeffs.org

BGO: jmartin@fairburyjeffs.org

AD: danderson@fairburyjeffs.org

Nick Kroon
Jr/Sr High School Principal
Good day to all of our fine stakeholders at Fairbury Public Schools! This newsletter
means school is almost over for the year and summer is upon us. Below, I am going
to reiterate what I sent out last year.
“Summer is a great time to recharge your battery and experience a different
routine for a little while. However, summer is also a great time to lose your edge
academically and physically. When I was a math teacher, I always noticed
spring test scores (MAP) compared to the following fall scores showed a loss. So
I was doing a little sleuth work on https://www.oxfordlearning.com/summerlearning-loss-statistics/ and found out some of these statistics. Two point six
months of math and two months of reading are lost over the summer months.
In the fall, it can take up to six weeks to re-learn things learned the prior
spring. So what can be done about this learning loss? The website explains that
2-3 hours per week of academic work in the summer can help maintain current
academic intellect. There are so many tools now online to assist with continued
education. If you are an eighth grader through junior, I might suggest doing an
ACT prep every now and then. Other things to keep the mind sharp may be to
pick up a new hobby or learn something new. Woodworking, guitar lessons, etc
are a couple that I think about right away. As always seems to be the case, those
that take to reading seem to be ahead of the game academically. So become a
bookworm!
Physical fitness is important as well and correlates pretty well with high academic standing. Most students are covered through baseball, softball, or swimming. I also know our coaches are always offering weight and strength training
sessions all summer long. For those not deeply involved with sport, I suggest
running, jogging, tennis, golf, yoga and/or swimming. A lot of high school aged
jobs will also offer great physical and mental benefits. So in short, STAY ACTIVE AND READ! This should have you ready to go next school year with
more knowledge than you left with in the spring.”

There is no construction this summer, so our High School Office is exactly where it
is right now. Our High School summer hours will 8:00-12:00 pm & 1:00-4:00 pm
daily. July we will be closed. Also, if you want to schedule an appointment for any
reason, send me an email at nkroon@fairburyjeffs.org.
Junior High Parents, if your son/daughter failed four
core classes (English, Science, Math, Social Studies)
during the four terms this year, he/she will have to
take summer school to advance to the next grade.
We are waiting for final grades for this term, and
will be sending notification shortly after when we
know the who’s and the how many’s.
Thanks and have a GREAT summer!
Nicholas Kroon
Fairbury JR/SR HS Principal

Thank You & Farewell
It is truly with mixed emotions that I write and
share this message. I have accepted an opportunity to serve as superintendent for LaurelConcord-Coleridge Public School located in northeast Nebraska. This decision has been bittersweet, as I am sincerely saddened to be leaving,
but yet excited about the opportunities that lie
ahead. Serving as principal at Jefferson Intermediate and Central Elementary schools has been a
great honor and a defining part of my life. When
my family and I were welcomed into this community and school system in 2001, I soon realized that we all share
many of the same ideas and dreams for our students, school and
community. I am happy to say, 17 years later, we have achieved
and have seen many of those dreams come true. It has been a
pleasure partnering with families throughout the Fairbury community during my tenure at FPS. I appreciate the many, many memories we have made together over the years, and I will always feel
part of the #jeffpride family. I am confident that Mr. Grizzle and
the Board of Education are committed to finding an exceptional
leader to become the next principal of Jefferson Intermediate
School. Thank you for your continued support and encouragement!
 Best wishes, Jeremy Christiansen

Central Elementary Celebration

Patty Smith Principal
Central Elementary School celebrated the week of the young child by providing special activities and or treats to students and staff. Roots to Relationship partnered
with Central Elementary and Kids Connection to honor staff. They provided treats
and lunch for staff at both locations. Students were able to use chalk on the sidewalks and participated in blowing bubbles outside. Each student received bubbles to
take home. On Wednesday, April 18th all preschool staff, students and parents participated in a fun day held at the community building. The students were able to
have their faces painted, go through an obstacle course, climb on a 60 foot inflatable course and received a snack. Blue Valley Community Action partnered with
Central to provide snacks and extra support. Many high school students volunteered
their time to assist students and art students provided face painting for preschool
students. A final celebration was offered to all students at the
Bonham Theater that was a free movie on April 19th. The
movie was sponsored by our Rooted in Relationships Initiative
group. A great big thank you to all high school students and all
our great community partners, Rooted in Relationships committee, Bonham Theater and many other community members
that provide volunteers, activities and treats to our students.
Next year we will be implementing PBIS school-wide at Central. Have a super summer and we look forward to a fabulous
2018-19 school year at Central Elementary School.

Note from the School Nurse
As this school year winds up we start to look towards the
start of a new school year. Many things will need to happen
before the doors open in August, some of which will have to
be done by parents. Here is a list of things that parents
need to start looking into so that their children will be ready
to start school.
Kindergarteners – need to have a State Certified copy of
their birth certificate, up-dated immunization documentation,
a physical and vision exam, and an emergency contact form
filled out. All of these forms need to be returned to Central
Elementary by August 1st. Students will not be able to start
school without current immunizations.
Seventh graders – need to have up-dated immunizations (Tdap) and a physical exam. If the student will be in sports they also need the sports document
returned. These need to be returned to the Jr./Sr. High School by August 1st.
Students will not be able to start school without current immunizations.
Athletes – need to have a sports physical. These need turned in before the
sport you want to participate in starts. Forms may be picked up at the school
office OR you may go to the Fairbury Jeffs website www.fairburyjeffs.org under Parents to print them off. You MUST fill-out the fronts of both pages and
the doctor will fill-out the backside. Make sure to print both sides of the two
documents. Do NOT wait until August to schedule these appointments you
may not get them done in time to start practice for Fall Sports.
Transfer Students – out of state transfers need to have a physical and vision
exam. All transfer students need to provide immunization records and certified birth certificate along with transfer paperwork.

Students with ALLERGIES OR ASTHMA – we need to have an action plan
for these students in case of an emergency. We want to know what your child
is allergic to or what might trigger an asthma attack and how you want us to
proceed. We have forms that need to be filled out and they may be picked up
at any school or mailed to you.
Students with other Medical Diagnoses – Please inform the school of any
medical concerns your student has so that we are aware and any information
as to what we need to watch for and/or how to treat them.

Medication – Students needing to take medicine at school must have a
“Medication Administration” form filled out and signed by their physician. The
medicine needs to be in its original container and have the name of the student, the amount to be given and the time it needs given on it. Medication
needs to be brought to the office of the school, preferably by the parent.
Sending medication to school with a child is risky.
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Fairbury Public Schools is
providing again this year a
“Summer Lunch Program”
in order to make sure that
no children in the Fairbury
School District goes hungry. The Program is available to all children age 1-18,
regardless of income or enrollment status. Good nutrition is essential for effective learning every day all year long. Just as
learning does not end when school is out, neither
does the need for good nutrition. The Summer
Food Service Program helps children get the nutrition they need to learn, play and grow throughout
the summer months when they are out of school. It
also provides an opportunity to continue a child’s
physical and social development while providing
nutritious meals during the summer vacation.
Where/When
Jefferson Intermediate School
June 4 thru July 27
Monday thru Friday
(Closed July 4th for Independence Day)
Serving time: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Fairbury, NE
Permit #64

Food That’s In When School is Out

ALL childr en ages 1-18 will be eligible
NO INCOME GUIDELINES or PAPERWORK
REQUIRED
Every child receives a free Meal
**Adults accompanying children may purchase a
meal for $4.00
Note:
Menus will be posted at Jefferson Intermediate,
Ray’s Apple Market, and published in the Fairbury
Journal News.
DRESS CODE: Shoes and Shirts are required!!!
**Summer Food Program Staff can refuse to serve
children due to Conduct or Dress!
Come join us for lunch. Please enter the building using the south entrance
just off the playground/parking lot area.
ALL children ages 1-18 are welcome to attend.
If you have any questions or concerns, Please call 402-729-6119
Thank you,
Jane Rhine
Food Service Manager

